Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 VIENTI 01038 I20906Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INEO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 AID-05 CIAE-00 COME-00 EB-07 
FRB-03 INR-07 NSAE-00 USIA-06 TRSE-00 XMB-02 
OPIC-03 SP-02 LAB-04 EPG-02 SIL-OI OMB-OI PM-04 
NSC-05 SS-I5 OES-07 PRS-OI /097 W 

017200 I20949Z/23 

R 120745Z JUL 77 
EM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8314 
INEO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
CINCPAC 

CONEIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 1038 

CINCPAC EOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-4 
TAGS: SOCICB 

SUBJECT: INEEEECTIVE IRRIGATION SYSTEM IN CAMBODIA PRESAGES 
POOR RICE CROP 

LAO OEEICIAL TELLS US THAT THE CAMBODIAN AMBASSADOR TO 
THE LPDR RECENTLY TOLD HIM THAT CAMBODIA WAS LACING A 
MASSIVE FOOD SHORTAGE. AMBASSADOR REPORTEDLY SAID THAT 
THE CAMBODIAN RICE CROP WOULD BE VERY POOR IN 1977 
BECAUSE ALTHOUGH THE CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT HAD CORNSTRUCTED 
A MASSIVE IRRIGATION SYSTEM, THE SYSTEM WAS DEPENDENT 
ON WATER LEVELS OE THE MAJOR CAMBODIAN RIVERS AND 
THAT THESE LEVELS WERE UNUSELLY LOW THIS YEAR RENDERING 
THE IRRIGATION SYSTEM INEEEECTIVE. 
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